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ITEM NO. 1

Implementation of the Mid-Day-Meal Scheme.

Mid Day-Meal Programme is a plan scheme of Dte. Of Education, Government of Delhi and covered under nutrition sector. The background of the programme highlights that the National Policy for children 1974 had declared that the country’s children are its supreme “Human Resource”. This policy enjoins the state to provide adequate services to children both before and after birth and the period of growth to ensure their full physical and mental development.

Mid-Day-Meal Scheme as envisaged by the Government of India is intended to give food to universalisation of Primary Education by increasing enrollment, retention and attendance in School and simultaneously attaining the nutritional needs of the Students of Primary Class. This Programme commenced in 1995-96 and it was extended to all Primary Schools in 1997-98.

NDMC has started this scheme in its schools at Nursery Primary, and Middle level. The scheme was originally started in the year 1971-72 and it is continuing since then. This scheme was sponsored by the Govt. of India in 1995-96 and the Plan funds are being released by the state Government. Earlier the rate for Mid-Day-Meal Scheme was Re.1/-per student per day, which was enhanced to Rs.2/- per student per day from 1.1.98.

The concept of central assistance to the scheme was to give a provision of wheat /rice @100gms per student per day from nearest Food Corporation of India godown, for which the central Government allocates the wheat quota .The scheme provides the flexibility to decide the type of food subject to the food being wholesome and having calorific value equivalent to 100 grams of wheat / rice per student per day. As per provision in Mid-Day-Meal Scheme, there should be 300calories and 8-10 gram of protein each day for a minimum of 200 days in a year.

N.D.M.C. is providing Mid-Day-Meal viz. fresh seasonal fruits,since last couple of years, being supplied by the M/S. Fruits &Vegetable Ltd. (A project of National Dairy Development Board) only up to classVIII.

 In the light of the judgement of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, for implementation of the Mid-Day-Meal Scheme by providing in Govt. and Govt. Assisted Primary Schools with a prepared Mid-Day-Meal with a minimum content of 300 calories and 8-12 gms. of protein per 100 gm. each day of school for a minimum of 200 days, the case Nursery to Middle level Students of NDMC Schools, Bal-Wari, Aganbari, D.T.T.S School etc. , for implementing the Mid Day Meal Scheme  was laid before the Council vide Item No.3 (xv) in its Meeting on  dated 21.03.2003. 

In the mean time, for implementation of Mid-Day-Meal Scheme, A meeting was held in the chamber of Director of Education at old Sectt. on 25.03.03.  under  the Chairmanship of Director of Education , Govt. of NCT of Delhi,  the representative of N.D.M.C & M.C.D. were also invited. 

In the meeting the need to have a common approach to avoid criticism in various forums such as Media/ NGOs etc. was emphasized to have a common menu, common system of tender and uniform rate. The six short-listed common menus be as under :-

a) 
Groundnut Pakodas 

b) 
Palak Dal Cutlets 

c) 
Mixed Dal Cheela 

d) 
Chana Dal Pulao

e) 
Mixed Veg. Pulao

f) 
Cheela

In the meeting it was suggested that the cost be restricted to Rs. 3/- in orders to have uniformity and it was decided that Principal/Head of the schools may be delegated powers to draw an advance of Rs. 37500/-p.m. @ Rs.3/- per child per day for 25 days for procurement of the cooked Mid-Day Meal. 

In view of the above, Chairman NDMC has desired  to have a common approach to Mid-Day-Meal scheme on the line of Delhi Govt.

The Council in its meeting No. 01/2003-04 dated 23.04.2003 decided to deferred the above said case to have a common approach regarding Mid-Day-Meal Scheme with the Govt. of NCT of Delhi. 

Consequent a meeting was held on 5/5/2003 in the chamber of Director of Education , Govt. of NCT of Delhi , the following clarification were provided by them on the points raised by  the Education Deptt.  NDMC.

1. Mode of procurement of supply of cooked food- It was clarified that they have published a public Notice to this effect on 6/5/2003 inviting interested parties such as Parents Teacher Association (specially mothers), Resident Welfare Association, NGOs, reputed caters, self help groups etc. for supply of cooked mid day meal as per common menu indicated therein.

2. Regarding the criteria for selection of the suppliers: It is evident that the supplier will be decided on the offer received in response to the public notice. 

3. So far as weight of the cooked food to be supplied per student, it was clarified that this will contain 300 calories and 8-10 gms, - protein, regarding specification for the exact weight, a demo was carried out at G.G.S.S.S, D - Block Ashok Vihar on 7/5/2003 with the help of some Home Science Teachers where officials of NDMC /MCD and Dieticians of LNJP Hospital  .The result of which are still awaited. 

4. Regarding the decision as to whether the Mid-Day-Meal is to provide to Aided School, It was clarified that they are taking it’s a pilot project presently in Sarvodhya Vidyalayas of GNCT of Delhi. However the orders of the Hon”ble Apex Court are explicitly clear that the mid-Day   - Meal is to be provided in Govt. and Govt. Assisted Primary Schools.

5. Regarding the mid day meal to be supplied to the School children, it has been clarified that Nursery /K.G. children can not be deprived so the same shall be supplied upto Primary level.

6. On the query as to whether central assistance to the scheme with a provision of wheat/rice @100 gms per student per day from the nearest godown of FCI, it was clarified that procurement of mid day meal is to be effected in decentralized manner therefore it is not feasible to the individual supplier/ School to lift the grain.  

The case is now laid before the Council for implementing the Mid Day Meal Scheme for Nursery to Primary Student of NDMC & NDMC Aided Schools on the analogy of Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi for the approval of the followings :-

I.
GUIDELINES :


1.
Procurement of mid-day-meal is to be effected in decentralized manner by the concerned Head of the Institution/Schools and they should raise the bill after recording due certificate. Six menu detailed below are short-listed for supply of cooked Mid-Day-Meal to the children/students : -

i)
Groundnut Pakodas

ii)
Palak Dal Cutlets

ii)
Mixed Dal cheela

iv)
Channa Dal Pulao

v)
Mixed Vegetable Pulao

vi)
Cheela

2.
In order to obviate any irregularity and to enforce strict monitoring and accountability, while concerned D.E.Os and Head of the Institution /Schools would be responsible for monitoring the implementation of the judgement of the Hon,ble - Supreme court of India. Under the guidance of Director (Education) over all monitoring and supervision would be done by A.E.O (MMS) through Supervisors.

3.
Mid-Day-Meal should be procured from any of the following :-

1.
Parents Teachers Association (Especially Mothers)

2. 
Vidyalaya Kalyan Samiti.

3.
Resident Welfare Association.

4. 
Non-Governmental Organisation 

5.
Reputed Caterers having infrastructures for canteens.

6.
Kitchen of the Social Welfare homes if available in the vicinity.

7.
Anganwadis.

8.
Institutions with considerable experience in providing cooked meals in clusters.

9.
Proprietor or Partners of firms/individuals of repute in supplying the cooked meals.

10.
Tihar Jail .

11.
Self Help Groups.

4. 
Mid-Day-Meal is to be supplied @Rs.3/- per child per day.  The Head of the School may constitute a Committee for selection of NGOs /Supplier consisting of the followings : -

1
Head of the institution / Schools 

 
Chairperson

2.
Home Science/ Science Background Teacher  
Member

3.
Parent Teacher Association representative             
Member

(Preferable Mother of the beneficiary)    


The Head of the Institution / School should enter into a rate contract after short listing the eligible NGOs & Individuals, etc. for supply of cooked Mid-Day-Meal . He /She will be responsible for supply of Mid –Day-Meal as per orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India. Head of the Institution /School would be unequivocally responsible for selection of NGOs/Supplier of the Mid Day Meal in his /her School/Institution and the responsibility clearly lies with him/her for the successful implementation of the Scheme.

5. 
The Parent Teacher Association as an inter-mediator can supervise the scheme, However the decision of selection of supplier rests strictly with the Head of the Institution/School and there will be no dilution of responsibility on this account. 

6. 
There would be a inter-mediatory supervision mechanism( Involving officers of the Education Deptt.) who should periodically visit the schools at least once in a week and monitor the supply of Mid-day-Meals.

II.    IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

1. 
As per orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court, the Head of the Institution should ensure that Mid Day Meals are provided having requisite 300 calories & 8-10 gms proteins. 

2. 
Since cooked Mid-Day-Meals Scheme is to be immediately implemented, the Head of the Institution /Schools will be granted one time advance @ Rs. 3/- per student per day for 25 days of the existing strength of the Students/ Children of the Institution/ School for the implementation of the Mid Day Meal Scheme and they will be squarely responsible for maintaining the accounts & expenditure for supply of cooked Mid Day Meal. The advance will be got adjusted by them within one month which will be reckoned from the date of last supply of Meal as a special case.

III.   HEALTH & HYGIENE :
Dietician/Medical officer to be nominated by the MOH, NDMC should make a periodical check up about the type & quality of cooked Mid-Day-Meal being supplied in NDMC Schools/Institution and in any case of adverse impact on Health & Nutrition of the children /students, remedial steps should be immediately under taken by him.

IV. 
ADMINISTRATIVE  APPROVAL & ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE SANCTION FOR 2003-04 :


An estimated expenditure of Rs. 139.46 Lacs @ Rs. 3/- per student per day for 200 days approx for implementing the Mid-Day-Meal scheme upto Primary level in NDMC & NDMC Aided Schools as per detailed below :

Enrolment details (as on 30.09.2002) :

NDMC Schools


Nursery
= 3543






Primary
= 18645

NDMC Aided Schools

Primary
= 1055






Total

= 23,243

Per day Estimated Expenditure @ Rs. 3/- per student

Per day

= Rs. 3x23,243
= Rs. 69,729/-

Estimated Expenditure for 200 days  =Rs.69,729x200

                                 =Rs.139,45,800 =Rs.139.46Lacs (Say)

V.  
NDMC NAVYUG SCHOOLS:

The Navyug Schools have their own funds & infrastructure separately, hence they may be asked to implement the scheme at their own level and the fund will be provided to them by Grant-In-Aid. (On the same pattern after approval of Governing Body). 

COUNCIL’S DECISION

