ITEM NO. 20 (A-144)

1.
Name of the subject/project:

Sub: Modification of the Council’s Reso. No. 33(A-100) dated 30.09.09.

2.        Name of Deptt./Deptt. concerned.
           Civil Engineering Department, NDMC.

3.   
Brief History:

Council vide Resolution No. 33(A-100) has resolved the following:-

“Resolved by the Council to accord revised administrative approval and expenditure sanction to the estimate amounting to Rs.4,41,52,200/- for the work of remodeling of office space for Commercial Department at Shaheed Bhagat Singh Place subject to the condition that a certificate to the effect that all the office equipment/furniture to be supplied and installed will be the fire retardant, will be put up on record by CE(C-II)” “The Fire Officer of NDMC will counter check and verify that the material supplied was fire retardant”

The matter was discussed with the Fire Officer before execution of work with reference to the aforesaid resolution of the Council and it was informed that the fire retardant furniture is only required for school building and is not mandatory for the office building.  Accordingly the case was processed for accord of approval of the competent authority for the modification of the resolution of the Council.  The case was seen by the F.O-cum N.A and submitted his report as under:-

“With reference to Reso. No. 33(A-100) for procurement of balance furniture from M/s. Godrej subject to the condition that a certificate to the effect that all the office equipment/furniture to be supplied and installed will be fire retardant, will be put on record by CE(C-II). 
In this regard it is informed that as per Clause No. 3.3.1 of National Building Code of India, 2005 for buildings 15M in height or above non-combustible materials should be used for construction and the internal walls of staircase enclosures should be of brick work or reinforced concrete or any other material of construction with minimum of 2 h rating.
The Fire retardant furniture is required in the case of schools only as per the circular issued by Director(Education) vide No. 262-362 dated 17.01.2005 and further sent to Chairperson, NDMC by the Principal Secretary (Home) on dated 22.7.2005 which read as under:-
 Clause-9. Non combustible material and/or material with surface flame spread of Class A rating shall be used for erection of false ceiling, wall paneling etc.
Clause 14-All furniture of the school including chairs and tables must be got painted with fire retardant paints that the approved by the Central Building Research Institute (C.B.R.I.), Roorkee.  As the fire retardant paint is likely to be costly, the schools are hereby allowed 3 years time to get this job completed.  However, while purchasing new furniture for the schools the 
management shall ensure that the new furniture is either painted with fire retardant paint or fabricated out of fire resistant materials.
In view of above, position it may not be appropriate to get the office furniture painted with fire retardant paint to be procured for Shaheed Bhagat Singh Place, New Delhi.

4. Detailed report on the subject/project:

On the above report of FO-cum-NA, the case was submitted by the Chief Engineer before the Chairman as per note below:

               “The agenda for the above work was placed before the Council vide item No. 33(A-100) dated 30.09.09. The item was regarding procurement of furniture/office equipments to be supplied by M/s. Godrej for remodeling of office space for commercial department to be shifted to Shaheed Bhagat Singh Place. During deliberation it was desired by the Council that all office equipments and furniture to be supplied will be fire retardant.  It was also desired that Fire Officer of NDMC will counter check and verify all the material supplied that the material is fire retardant.
Now FO-Cum-NA has brought out that the fire retardant material is required only in the case of schools as per instructions issued by Principal Secretary (Home) dated 20.01.05 which says that all the furniture of school should be fire retardant.  Besides this, it is to be intimated that M/s. Godrej has already intimated that the additional expenditure to the tune of 30 to 35% will be required to be incurred for making the furniture fire retardant.  However this may not be totally possible since office furniture do have leather and cotton upholstery.
Under these circumstances the Resolution No. 33(A-100) is required to be modified to the extent that the fire retardant furniture will only be obtained for the schools.”

The case was then placed before the Council vide item no. 15 (A-132) dt. 18-12-09 in its Council meeting No. 10/2009-10 held on 18.12.09 (as per draft agenda enclosed as Annexure ‘A’ See pages 283 -285) to review the decision and to modify the Reso. Of the Council regarding procurement of fire retardant furniture and the following was resolved. 


“Resolved by the Council that the Department may re-submit the agenda in the next meeting of Council after obtaining the details of instruction/ guidelines, if any, from Delhi fire Services, CPWD and National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) regarding providing of fire retardant furniture in the office building, and to revisit the MOU signed with M/s Godrej, if so required based on the clarification received from the above mention agencies.” 


With reference to the aforesaid directions of the Council, the matter was taken up by FO-cum-NA and CE (C)-II to get the clarification from the concerned department/ agency as per details given below. 

(A).
FO cum NA vide letter No. FIRE/D/4423 dt. 31.12.09 has requested to National Disaster Management Authority and Delhi Fire Service that if any guidelines/ instruction or recommendation for procurement of office furniture with non combustible material exists a copy of the same may be furnished to NDMC. (enclosed as Annexure-‘B’ See page 286).


In response to above query, DFS (Delhi Fire Service) vide their letter No. F6/DFS/MS/2010/09 dt. 12.01.2010 has intimated that fire retardant furniture is not required as per NBC-IV (National Building Code-IV) (enclosed as Annexure-‘C’ See page 287).

NDMA (National Disaster Management Authority) has not given any reply till date.

(B)
Executive Engineer (BM-I) vide letter no. EE (BM-I)/2093/D dt. 07-01-2010 has requested Executive Engineer (U) division CPWD, block 11, CGO complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi to intimate whether they have purchased any office furniture with fire retardant properties and if so any guidelines / norms are specified if any, by any Govt. agency to purchase such office furniture’s be forwarded. (enclosed as annexure  ‘D’ See page 288)


In response to the above, Executive Engineer (U) division CPWD vide letter no. 146 dt. 11-1-2010 has intimated that so far they have not procured any Godrej furniture/ office furniture with fire retardant properties. However, they are procuring standard furniture from Godrej and not the fire retardant. (enclosed as annexure ‘E’ See page 289).

(C)
Godrej vide their letter no. NDMC/RA/127 dt. 23-12-09 (copy enclosed as annexure ‘F’ See page 290) has intimated that demand for supply of fire retardant furniture have not been placed by CPWD. Standard range of furniture only has been demanded by CPWD and the same was supplied by Godrej. Godrej has also submitted copies of the NIT/quotations/requirement for standard furniture of the following Department:- 

(i) 
Asstt. Director, room no. 2106 North Block New Delhi and copy of the same is enclosed as annexure-‘G’ (See page 291)
(ii) Executive Engineer (C) division CPWD Inderprasth Bhawan New Delhi has invited the tender for procurement of modular furniture in Sardar Patel Bhawan of Godrej/ blow plast/ Haworth make without any fire retardant properties. (copy of the NIT is enclosed as annexure-‘H’ See pages 292 - 296).
(iii)
Gail Gas Limited have requested for quotation vide Ref. no. Gail Gas/Noida/HR/Fur/73/09-10 dt. 22-12-09 from M/s Godrej for supply of various office furniture without requirement of fire retardant properties. A copy of the same is enclosed as annexure-‘I’ (See pages 297 – 299).
(D)
The MOU (Running contract) signed with M/s Godrej by NDMC is valid upto May 2011 for which the draft agreement with M/s Godrej was approved vide council Reso. No. 27(A-17) dt. 28-4-08 may not be revisited keeping in view of the above clarifications (enclosed Annexure ‘J’ See pages 300 - 306).

(E)        The   class   room furniture (student desk cum bench) supplied   by M/s

Godrej to various schools are with fire laminate confirming to BS-476 part 7-1997 standard. A copy of certificate dt. 8-7-09 issued by Godrej enclosed as Annexure-‘K’ (See page 307) for perusal and reference please.

5.         Financial implications of the proposed project/subject:

 Not applicable.
6.          Implementation schedule:
              As per Resolution.

7.         
Comments of Finance Deptt. on the subject:


Finance Department has seen the agenda. 


8.       
Comments of the Department on comments of Finance Deptt.:
           
Nil

9.        
Legal Implication of the project:
            Nil

10.  
Details of previous Council Resolutions, existing law of Parliament and  Assembly on the subject:

           Council’s Reso. No. 33(A-100) dated 30.09.09

11.   
Comments of the Law Department on the subject/project


LA has seen the case.

12.    
Comments of the Department on the comments of Law Department:

 
NIL

13.  
Certification by the department:

         
Not applicable

14.  Submission of the Department:
Council’s further guidelines & decision is sought on the report at para 4 above.

COUNIL’S DECISION

Resolved by the Council that Resolution No. 33 (A-100) is modified as under:-

“Resolved by the Council to accord revised A/A & E/S amounting to Rs.4,41,52,200/- as proposed by the Department.

It was also resolved that order for procurement of furniture be placed with M/s Godrej with standard specifications as per approved agreement without insisting for supply of fire retardant furniture, keeping in view the position clarified by the department that Delhi Fire Service had not made it mandatory to provide fire retardant furniture in the office buildings. However, for school class room furniture, only fire retardant furniture will be provided.

Some of the Members had reservations about the quality of the furniture being supplied by M/s Godrej. The Council, therefore, directed the Department to ensure the quality specification/standards, and if any item is found to be of inferior quality, than the MOU signed with M/s Godrej may be revisited in terms of violation of the agreed terms & conditions.

The Department may initiate further action in anticipation of the confirmation of the minutes by the Council.

