ITEM NO. 3 (G-1)

1.
Name of the Subject/Project

Recovery of electricity and water charges from Masjid Bengali Market against Bill No.1027-178-1017056

2.
Name of the department/Departments concerned

Commercial Department

3.
Brief History of the subject/Project

This matter relates to the recovery of electricity dues pending against connection No.K-71131 installed at Bengali Market Masjid and the bills are issued in the name of Delhi Wakf Board.  The connection was disconnected due to non payment on 11.07.2002.  The Masjid remained without the electric connection for five years where after the representations were received, forwarded from the Office of Chief Minister and  Vice Chairman, NDMC wherein the consumer has applied for the restoration of the electric connection after acceptance of only the principal demand ignoring the part of surcharge. The case was submitted to the Chairperson, NDMC and the following decisions were taken:

1. All the cheques may be accepted as on account payment against the total dues to avoid their expiry of validity.

2. After deposit of all the cheques in the treasury, the electric supply of the said premise may be reconnected immediately subject to payment of usual reconnection fee by the consumer.

3. The request of the consumer to waiver off the surcharge and accept the principal demand only would be put up for due consideration later on after reconnection and as and when final decision is taken in this regard the same shall be intimated to the consumer accordingly.

4. Meanwhile, the consumer may be allowed to deposit the balance principal demand in ten equal installments including the current demand and surcharge, if any.

5. After taking all the necessary actions as suggested above, the reply to the Office of the Chief Minister and the Vice-Chairperson, NDMC may be sent henceforth. 

As per the approval of the Chairperson, the demand was deposited in the municipal treasury as allowed in the above orders.  After receipt of the principal demand, the case was sent to Grievance Redressal Cell headed by Advisor (Revenue) for consideration of the waiver of surcharge as applied by the applicant with the consideration that the Masjid being a Charitable institution run on the donation from the devotees.  


4.
Detailed proposal on the subject/project

The case was submitted to the Chairman, NDMC with the recommendations of the Advisor (Revenue) as under:

1.
This is the case of Bengali Market Masjid.  It is claimed that they pay electricity and water charges from donations and as such payment of electricity charges and surcharge be waived.

2. Position of dues and surcharge is as under:

A.
Consumption charges

1)
From prior to 1996 to November, 2002
Rs.2,07,415/-

2)
Payments made



Rs.1,03,000/-
3)
Balance




Rs.1,04,415/-

B.
Surcharge





Rs.2,86,702/-

3. Consumer was requested to pay consumption charges in 10 equal installments and then their request for reduction in surcharge shall be examined.

4. They have since paid consumption charges and have requested for waiver of surcharge

5. This is not a case in which consumption of demand was in dispute.  It is a case in which a consumer failed to pay demand in time, as it was dependant on donations.  Since consumption charges, which were due for more than 10 to 15 years have been collected, it is recommended the demand for surcharge may be reduced to a token amount of Rs.20,000/-, this will settle dispute pending for 15 years. 

5.
Financial implication of the proposed/subject


Waiver of surcharge amounting to Rs.2,66,702/- 

6.
Implement schedule with timeliness for such stage including internal proceeding:


Not applicable

7.
Comments of the Finance Department on the Subject:

No comments

8.
Comments of Department on comments of Finance Department:

Not applicable

9.
Details of previous Council Resolution existing Law of Parliament and Assembly on the subject:

Resolution No.3 (XIV) dated 08.08.2002 and Resolution No.3 (G-3) dated 29.10.2004

10.
Comments of the Law Department:


No comments

11.
Comments of the Department on the comments of the Law Department:


Not applicable

12.
Recommendations:


The case is laid before the Council for the consideration of the following:

1.
Acceptance of a token amount of Rs.20,000/- as surcharge against the due amount which is Rs.2,86,702/-.

2.
The similar cases are needed to be dealt similarly.

COUNCIL’S DECISION

Deferred.  Matter be referred to Finance Deptt. for their comments.
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