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ITEM NO. 1 (Q – 4)

Reduction in  Duty on transfer of property.

1.
A Preamble as an item on reduction in duty on transfer of property  was put-up to the Council in its meeting of 27th of June, 2003 as Item No.3(xi)(Q-2).  As certain changes in the Notification issued by the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi and by the MCD were expected, the agenda item was withdrawn.

2.
The department of Urban Development, Government of Delhi has intimated that the reduction in Stamp Duty from 8% to 5% would also be available to another 11 items provided in Schedule-IA of the Stamp Duty Act as applicable to Delhi and as such, it has become necessary for MCD to cover in the Notification all the items specified in section-147(b) of the MCD Act.  It has again been suggested by the Government of NCT of Delhi that NDMC should also notify reduction in the Transfer Duty on the five items specified in section-93(2)(b) of the NDMC Act.  {Annexure-I}.

3.
The legal position and other details have already been provided in the Preamble put up to the Council as item No.3(xi)(Q-2) of which a copy is at Annexure-“II”.   As already discussed in the said Preamble, a duty on transfer of property is an obligatory tax which the Council has to levy at the rates provided in section-93 of the Act.  In respect of the year 2003-04, the Council has already determined the rate at 5% on the amount specified against the instruments described U/s-93(2)(b).  As per section-55(2) of the Act, the rates so fixed shall not be subsequently altered for the year for which these have been fixed.  However, section-124 of the Act gives the Council a general power of exemption from the payment of any tax levied under the Act for any class of persons or any class of property or goods.  The said section reads as under :-

“The Council may, by resolution passed in this behalf, exempt either wholly or in part from the payment of any tax levied under this Act, any class of persons or any class of property of goods.”

4.
The section does not give any exemption from the levy of the tax, however, it permits the Council to exempt either wholly or in part from the payment of any tax levied under the Act.  If the Council, thus, decides to give partial exemption from the payment of duty on transfer of property, as suggested by the Government of NCT of Delhi, the Council by a Resolution may exempt in part from the payment of duty on transfer of property to the instruments covered by section-93(2)(b) i.e. sale of immovable property, exchange of immovable property, gift of immovable property, mortgage with possession of immovable property and lease in perpetuity of immovable property.  The partial exemption, as above, can be in the form of a rebate for a limited period from 12th of August, 2003 to 31st of March, 2004 for the instruments on which duty is paid during the aforesaid period from 12.8.2003 to 31.3.2004.  As suggested by the Government of NCT of Delhi, the reduction in rate by 2% may be allowed as partial exemption or rebate at 2% of the amount on which to said duty is levied U/s-93(2)(b) of the Act.  The Council may resolve accordingly.  However, this partial exemption/rebate shall be available only on the duty paid during the period from 12.8.2003 to 31.3.2004 and shall not cover cases in which the duty has been paid prior to 12.8.2003 or to be paid after 31.3.2004.  This rebate, as aforesaid, will be for a limited period from 12.8.2003 to 31.3.2004 and will cover case in which duty has not been paid so far, to NDMC, either directly to NDMC or through the Sub-Registrar, Delhi.

5.
In last three year, the duty on transfer of property, collected by the NDMC on an average is Rs.600 lacs.  Reduction by 2% in the duty would mean a reduction of about Rs.240 lacs in a year.  The reduction in revenue, due to the proposed rebate is likely to be Rs.200 lacs for the period 12.8.2003 to 31.3.2004.

6.
Since the rebate/exemption is being given at the instance of the NCT of Delhi, the Council may resolve that the Chairman shall approach the Government of NCT of Delhi to give grant of an amount equal to the rebate allowed under this Resolution from 12.8.2003 to 31.3.2004.

7.
Since the exemption is suggested to be made effective from 12.8.2003, the Council may permit issue of a public notice of the grant of rebate, as aforesaid, pending confirmation of the minutes of the meeting.  This is to synchronise issue of public notice with the issue of Notification by the NCT of Delhi for reduction of Stamp Duty from 12.8.2003. 

8.
Chairman has seen the proposal and has approved its being placed before the Council for consideration.

COUNCIL’S DECISION


Resolved by the Council that w.e.f. 12.8.2003 and until further orders or 31.3.2004, whichever is earlier, on all instruments specified in section 93 (1) (b) of the Act, a rebate of 2% on the amount on which the duty is levied under section 93 (2) (b) of the Act, shall be allowed u/s 124 of the Act, at the time of payment of the duty.  The rebate shall not cover cases in which duty has already been paid prior to 12.8.2003 either directly to the NDMC or through the Sub-Registrar.  After the rebate, the effective rates of duty on transfer shall be 3%.


Further resolved by the Council that the Chairman, NDMC,  shall approach the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi, to give grant of an amount equal to the rebate allowed under this Resolution from 12.8.2003.


It was further decided that public notice be issued regarding the above decision by the Council, pending confirmation of the minutes.

Annexure-“I”

No.F.2(3)/Fin.(Exp-I/2003-04/408 kha

Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi

FINANCE (EXPENDITURE-I) DEPARTMENT

Level-4, Wing-A, Delhi Secretariat, New Delhi-110002

Dated 11.08.2003

To,


The Pr. Secretary,

Urban Development Department,

Govt. of NCT of Delhi,

New Delhi.

SUB: Reduction of stamp duty.

Sir,


This is to inform that Hon’ble Lt. Governor has approved the proposal of the Government of NCT of Delhi to reduce the stamp duty on instruments concerning conveyance of immovable property.  It has also been desired that MCD which had reduced duty for two types of conveyance deeds may extend the reduction to all other remaining instruments concerning conveyance of immovable property as mentioned in section 147 of the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act.

To remove uncertainty among the public about the registration of immovable property, Hon’ble Lt. Governor has desired that a definitive action be taken without delay and that the NDMC may also follow suit.

This reduction will apply for the period until 31.3.2004.


Your department is hereby requested to take necessary action in the matter above.

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-

(Dr. Pooja Gupta)

Dy. Secy. Fin.(Exp-I)


Forwarded for immediate necessary action.

Sd/-

For Pr. Secy.(UD)

11.08.2003


Commissioner, MCD


Chairman, NDMC


Annexure- “II”

ITEM NO. 3(xi) (Q-2)

Dated:-  27.6.2003

Sub:-
Reduction in Transfer duty at the time of Registration of Instruments.


The Additional Secy., Department of Urban Development, Government of Delhi as in letter No.F.7(367) (17)/2002/UD-2029 dated 20.5.2003 Annexure ‘A’ informed that :-

(i)
the Delhi Government has reduced the Stamp Duty from 8% to 5%;

(Annexure-‘B’, ‘C’ & ‘D’. ; 

(ii)
Municipal Corporation of Delhi has decided to reduce the rate of transfer duty from 5% to 3% ; (Annexure-‘E’ ;

(iii)
it would appear logical and reasonable that the rate of transfer duty charged by NDMC is also brought down to be at par with that in MCD and; 

(iv)
that the matter may be placed before the Council for its consideration.

2.
A duty on transfer of property is an obligatory tax which the Council has to levy at the rates provided in section-93 of the NDMC Act.,1994 (hereinafter referred to as the Act).  U/s-93(2)(b) of the Act, the duty shall be levied at such rate as may be determined by the Council not exceeding 5% on the amount specified against the instruments described in said section.

3.
Under Section-93 (2)(b) of the Act, a duty on transfer of property is payable on--

(i)
sale of immovable property ;

(ii)
exchange of immovable property ;

(iii)
gift of immovable property ;

(iv)
mortgage with possession of immovable property and 

(v)
lease in-perpetuity of immovable property.

4.
The rates of tax are determined by the Council on year to year basis.  As per Section 55(2) of the Act, on or before the 15th Day of February of each year, the Council shall determine the rates at which various municipal taxes, rates and cesses shall be levied in the next following year and save as otherwise provided in the NDMC Act, the rates so fixed shall not be subsequently altered for the year for which they have been fixed. Section 55(2) of the Act is re-produced as under:-
“On or before the 15th day of February of each year the Council shall determine the rates at which various municipal taxes, rates and cesses shall be levied in the next following year and save as otherwise provided in this Act the rates so fixed shall not be subsequently altered for the year for which they have been fixed.”

5.
The rates for the year 2003-2004 were fixed by the Council on 21.1.2003 and public notice of the fixation of the rates of taxes for 2003-04 already stands issued.  The rates are fixed for the entire year and cannot be altered from a date in the 2003-04.  

6.
Increase in the rate of taxes is permissible U/s-57(2) read with section-97 of the Act, through supplementary taxation.  Section-97 reads as under :-

Sec. 97 :-

“Whenever the Council decides to have recourse to supplementary taxation under sub-section-(2) of section-57 in any year, it shall do so by increasing from such date as the Council may determine, the rates at which any tax leviable under this Act is being levied, but every such increase shall be made subject to the maximum rate and any other limitation specified in respect of such tax.”

7.
It appears from section-97 that in the supplementary taxation, the rate of taxes can be increased but not decreased.  In view of the provisions of section-55(2) and 97 of the Act, it is not clear as to how the rate of taxes, once fixed by Council for the year 2003-2004, can be reduced when the section itself says that the rate shall not be subsequently altered for the year for which they have been fixed. 

8.
It is reported that in Delhi, on transfers of immovable property, Stamp Duty is being levied under the Indian Stamp Act.  Upto September 2001, rate of Stamp Duty was 3% and duty on transfer of property at 5% is being levied by MCD/NDMC as an obligatory tax from 1957 or so regularly under the Act governing the two local bodies.  Thus upto September 2001, the Stamp Duty and Transfer Duty payable at the time of registration of instruments aggregated to 8%.  In Sept., 2001 or so, Stamp Duty was increased by the Government from 3% to 8%.  This resulted in increase in aggregate of Stamp Duty and duty on transfer from 8% to 13%.  The increase in rate of stamp duty by 5% from 3% to 8% was for the Delhi Govt.  No change in transfer duty.  Now the proposal is that the Stamp Duty be reduced from 8% to 5% and MCD and NDMC should reduce duty on transfer of property from 5% to 3%.  Net effect would be that Stamp Duty which was earlier 3% gets increased from 3% to 5% and Transfer Duty being 5% should be reduced from 5% to 3%.  This would bring the aggregate Stamp Duty and T.D. 8%, which would be the same as prior to revision in 2001.  A person getting the document registered would not get any benefit.  He pays the same 8% on registration of the document.  The 2% reduction by MCD and NDMC shall to go Delhi Govt.  It would be a case of transfer of 2% of Transfer Duty from MCD and NDMC to Delhi Govt. as 2% Stamp Duty.  No relief to purchaser.  

9.
It may be pointed out that as the purchasers were finding it difficult to  have the properties transferred in the records of L&DO and DDA, the transfers were effected through agreement to sell which was not subject to registration.  As the MCD and NDMC were finding it difficult to mutate the premises in the name of the purchaser, in the MCD & NDMC records, for the payment of property taxes, sanction of the building plans, sanction of the electric connection, sanction of health licence etc. MCD and NDMC decided to collect their share of 5% T.D. on the consideration shown in agreement to purchase and mutated the property in the name of the purchaser for payment by him of property taxes, sanction of electric connection and building plans and getting a health licence etc.  In last few years, NDMC must have collected Rs.10 to 15 crores as T.D. directly on such agreements to purchase.  The understanding was that as and when the agreement to purchase is registered, the NDMC shall not again demand T.D. at 5%, as NDMC has already collected T.D. on such agreements to purchase at the time of mutation.  

10.
If the agreement to purchase or deed of transfer is now presented for registration and as suggested by the Government of NCT of Delhi, the rate of T.D. is reduced from 5% to 3%, it would mean that if an instrument on which the NDMC has already collected 5% T.D., is now registered at the reduced rate of T.D., in each case the registration shall be at 3% of the amount shown in the instrument, while the NDMC has collected T.D. at 5%.  It may be that in all such cases, the NDMC is required to refund 2% of the T.D. on all the instruments which were executed prior to the appointed date and registered after the reduction in the rate of T.D., if agreed to by the Council.  Thus, the proposal to reduce the T.D. from 5% to 3% may only result in decline in the revenues of the NDMC from duty on transfer and may result in refunds in the cases where the T.D. has already been collected and the instrument is registered after the appointed date.  Since NDMC is not getting any grants or other share from Govt. of NCT of Delhi, this would only mean reduction in NDMC’s tax revenues.

11.
The matter is put-up to the Council for decision on the Government of Delhi’s proposal for reduction in duty on transfer of property from 5% to 3% on the lines of the reduction by the MCD.

12.
Chairman has seen the Preamble for being put-up to the Council as an urgent item of business.

COUNCIL’S DECISION
ITEM WITHDRAWN.

ANNEXURE-“A”

GOVERNMENT OF DELHI

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT

‘B’ WING 10TH LEVEL, DELHI SACHIVALAYA

I.P. ESTATE, NEW DELHI – 110002

NOF.7(367)(17)/2002/UD-2029



    Dated: 20/05/03

To, 


The Chairman,

New Delhi Municipal Council,

Palika Kendra,

New Delhi

Sir,


I am directed to draw your attention to para 17 of Part ‘B’ of the Budget Speech for 2003-04 (extract enclosed for read reference) in which the Finance Minister has proposed to bring down the stamp duty on conveyance deeds from 8% to 5% and hoped that the Municipal Corporation of Delhi would also follow suit so that overall duty-rate is reduced to about 8 percent and to say that the Corporation has accordingly decided to reduce the rate of transfer duty levied by it from 5% to 3%.


With this, it would only appear logical and reasonable that the rate of transfer duty charged by NDMC is also brought down to be at par with that in MCD. I am, therefore, desired to request you to place this matter before the council for consideration.


Kindly keep us informed of the position.

Yours faithfully,

                                                                                                               Sd/-

(S.P.SODHI)

ADDL.SECY.(UD)

IV. STAMP DUTY
17. The stamp duty rates on sale of immovable properties were increased in the year 2001 from 3% to 8%. There have been representations from various quarters that this rate of  8%, in addition to the 5% transfer duty levied by  MCD, which makes for a total charge of 13% is high compared to the position availing in some neighbouring and other states. My government has carefully considered this demand. My government would like to encourage and promote healthy transactions in the real estate market. Towards this end, I propose to bring down the stamp duty on legal instruments relating to sale of property from 8% to 5%. I sincerely hope that the Municipal Corporation of Delhi would also follow suit, so that the overall total charge on property transactions can be reduced to about 8%. This reduction of stamp duty shall be given effect through a statutory amendment in the Indian Stamp Act 1899 which is a central legislation.

CONCLUSION

18. Hon’ble Speaker, Sir, to conclude I would like to mention that through these budget proposals I have made am attempt to improve the quality of life in Delhi to make it a World Class City. Public 
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ANNEXURE-“B”

(TO BE PUBLISHED IN PART IV OF THE DELHI GAZETTE -EXTRAORDINARY)

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI

(FINANCE DEPARTMENT)

DELHI SECRETARIAT, LEVEL-4-A, I.P. ESTATE, NEW DELHI-110002

No. F.2(3)/Fin.(E-1)/2003-04/(i)/



Dated: the  

NOTIFICATION
No. F.2(3)/Fin.(E-I)/2003-04/(i)/ - In exercise of the powers conferred by section 9 of the Indian Stamp Act, 1899 (2 of 1899) read with the Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs Notification S.O. 1726/No. F. 2/5/61-Judl.II dated the 22nd July, 1961, the Lt. Governor of the National Capital Territory of Delhi is pleased to reduce the stamp duty from eight percent to five percent in respect of conveyance on Sale and correspondingly in respect of conveyance on Agreement to Sell. The stamp duty on other instruments of conveyance shall continue to remain at eight percent.


This notification shall come into force with immediate effect and shall extend to the whole of the National Capital Territory of Delhi.

By order and in the name of the Lt.

Governor of the National Capital

Territory of Delhi,

                                                                                                                 Sd/-

(V.P. GUPTA)

Deputy Secretary Finance (Exp-I)
No. F.2(3)/Fin(E-I)/2003-04/(i)/




Dated: the

Copy forwarded to:

1. The Pr. Secretary, GAD, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi with one spare copy for its publication in Delhi Gazette Part-IV (Extra Ordinary) in today's date.

2. Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt of India, North Block, New Delhi.

3. Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Govt. of India, Jeewan Deep Building, New Delhi.

4. Divisional Commissioner, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 5, Sham Nath, Marg, Delhi.

5. Secretary to C.M. Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Delhi.

6. Secretary to Finance Minister, Delhi Government, Delhi Sachivalaya, I.P. Estate, New Delhi.

7. PS to Pr. Secretary (Finance), Delhi Sachivalaya, New Delhi.

8. The Dy. Secretary, L & J, Delhi Sachivalya, New Delhi.

9. Guard file.

                                                                                                           Sd/-

( V.P. GUPTA)

Deputy Secretary Finance (Exp-I)
ANNEXURE-“C”

(TO BE PUBLISHED IN PART IV OF THE DELHI GAZETTE-EXTRA ORDINARY)

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI

(FINANCE DEPARTMENT)

NO. F2(3)/Fin (E-1)/2003-04/(ii)/ 135
Dated:The 20th May 2003

NOTIFICATION

NO. F2(3)/Fin (E-1)/2003-04/(ii)/ 135 is exercise of the powers conferred by section 9 of the Indian Stamp Act, 1899 (2 of 1899) read with the Government of India, Ministry of Home Affaires Notification S.O. 1726/ No. F.2/5/61/-Judl.II dated the 22nd July, 1961, the Lt. Governor of National Capital Territory of Delhi is pleased to reduce the stamp duty to three percent in respect of conveyance on sale in cases of the purchase of immovable property by women, either individually or severally. The stamp duty shall stand accordingly reduced on instruments of Agreement to Sell also in such class of cases.


This notification shall come into force with immediate effect and shall extend to the whole National Capital Territory of Delhi.

By order and in the name of the Lt.

Governor of National Capital 

Territory of Delhi 

(V.P.GUPTA)

Deputy Secretary Finance (Exp-I)

NO. F2(3)/Fin (E-1)/2003-04/(ii)/ 136-44
   
 Dated:The20th May 2003

Copy forwarded to:

1. The Pr. Secretary, GAD, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi with one spare copy for its publication in Delhi Gazette Part-IV (Extra Ordinary) in today's date.

2. Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt of India, North Block, New Delhi.

3. Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Govt. of India, Jeewan Deep Building, New Delhi.

4. Divisional Commissioner, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 5, Sham Nath, Marg, Delhi.

5. Secretary to C.M. Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Delhi.

6. Secretary to Finance Minister, Delhi Government, Delhi Sachivalaya, I.P. Estate, New Delhi.

7. PS to Pr. Secretary (Finance), Delhi Sachivalaya, New Delhi.

8. The Dy. Secretary, L & J, Delhi Sachivalya, New Delhi.

9. Guard file.

                                                                                                              Sd/-

( V.P. GUPTA)

Deputy Secretary Finance (Exp-I)

ANNEXURE-“D”

GOVERNAMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL COMMISSIONER

5-SHAM NATH MARG, DELHI-110054

No.F.1(18)/Stamp/99/236-284



Dated 21.05.2003

ORDER


In pursuance of notification No. F. 2(3)/Fin (E-I)/2003-04/(i)/125 dated 19th May, 2003 (copy enclosed), the Government of NCT of Delhi have reduced stamp duty from 8% to 5% in respect of Conveyance on Sale and correspondingly in respect of Conveyance on Agreement to sell in the National Capital Territory of Delhi.

Further, in pursuance of notification No. F. 2(3)/Fin (E-I)/2003-04/(i)/125 dated 20th May, 2003 (copy enclosed), the Government of NCT of Delhi have reduced stamp duty to 3% in respect of Conveyance on Sale in case of purchase of immovable property by women, either individually or severally, The stamp duty shall stand accordingly reduced on instruments of Agreement to Sell also in such class of cases.


Consequent upon above notification it is brought to the notice of all Registrars, Collector of Stamps and Sub-Registrars that the reduction in stamp duty has been allowed in only two categories of instruments  i.e. Conveyance on sale and Conveyance on Agreement to Sell covered under article 23 & 23(A) of Schedule I-A. It is to be borne in mind that the stamp duty on other instrument of conveyance as mentioned in Schedule  I-A shall continue to be charged at 
pre-revised rates.


It is, therefore, ordered that no instrument (pertaining to above two categories), after the effective date of reduction in stamp duty as mentioned in the notification referred to above, should be assessed by Collector of Stamps at a higher rate than the rates now notified.


The reduction in stamp duty vide notification under reference has been issued under the powers conferred by section 9 of the Indian Stamp Act, 1899 (2 of 1899), therefore, no amendment in Schedule I-A has been done at present and the same will be done after the approval for amendment for schedule I-A is received.


It is the duty of all Registrars, Collectors of Stamps and sub-Registrars to ensure that the public does not face any problem with reference to charging of stamp duty at the reduced rate from effective date and all facilities may be   extended to them to avail of the reduction given by the government in right earnest.


It is hereby instructed that for administrative convenience all concerned Collectors of Stamps and Sub-Registrars may receive documents of Conveyance on Sale and Conveyance on Agreement to Sell, submitted for registration, which can be released after assessing the stamp duty at the revised rates notified by the Government from Monday i.e. 26th May, 2003 onwards.

Sd/-

(G.S.PATNAIK)

CHIEF CONTROLLING REVENUE AUTHORITY/

INSPECTOR GENERAL OF REGISTRATION

Copy to:

1. All Deputy Commissioners/Registrars, Delhi/New Delhi

2. All Collector of Stamps

3. All Sub-Registrars of Delhi / New Delhi

Copy for information to:-

1. Secretary to Lt. Governor, Delhi

2. Secretary to Chief Minster, Delhi

3. Secretary to Minster (Revenue)

4. Secretary to Minister (Finance)

5. OSD to Chief Secretary, Delhi

6. PS to Pr. Secretary (UD)

7. PS to Vice Chairman, DDA

8. PS to Commissioner, MCD / NDMC / CEO, Cantt. Board

9. PS to Pr. Secretary (Finance)

10. All Heads of Departments, Govt. of NCT of Delhi

(V.K.KANDPAL)

COLLECTOR OF STAMP (HQ)

ANNEXURE-“E”

(TO BE PUBLISHED IN PART IV OF THE DELHI GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY)

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI

(DEPARTMENT OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT)

NOTIFICATION

Delhi: the 4th June, 2003

No. F 7(367)(17)/2002/UD/2867   /- The following is published for general information and necessary action:-

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF DELHI

ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION DEPARTMENT

R.K. PURAM, NEW DELHI-110122

No. Tax/PA(A)/03/RKP/20




Dated: 2.6.2003

NOTIFICATION
No. Tax/PA(A)/03/RKP/20- In exercise of the power conferred by Section 147 (2)(b) of the New Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957, the Municipal Corporation of Delhi hereby reduces with immediate effect the rate of duty from 5% to 3% in respect of transfer by way of sale of immovable property and correspondingly in respect of contracts for transfer by way of sale of immovable property. The duty on transfer of other instruments shall continue to be charged at the rate of 5%.










                 Sd/-

(FEROZ KHAN)

ASSESSOR & COLLECTOR

                                                                                                                  Sd/-

(S.P. SODHI)

ADDITIONAL SECY. (UD)

No. F.(367)(17)/2002/UD/





Dated:

Copy to:

1. Mayor, MCD

2. Chairman, Standing Committee, MCD

3. Commissioner, MCD

4. Chairman, NDMC

5. Prin. Secy. (GAD), Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

6. Prin. Secy. (UD), Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

7. Divisional Commissioner, Govt. of NCT of Delhi

8. Secretary of L.G.

9. Secretary of C.M.

10. Secretary of F.M.

11. Secretary of Minister (UD)

